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DETAILED ACTION 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. * 


2. Claims 1- are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Charm (US 
4,417,714) in view of Lahti (US 3,812,301). 

Regarding claims 1-2, Charm discloses a box-like enclosure (mounting enclosure 10; 
Figures 1 and 2) comprising: a body (speaker enclosure 20), a plurality of engagement elements 
(eyelet 32) and anchoring cables (cord 60). 

Charm differs from claims 1-2 in that it does not specify the body as being molded or the 
engagement elements as being formed during molding thereof. However, Lahti teaches the well 
known use of molded plastic in constructing a speaker enclosure with an engagement element 
(opening 15) being formed during molding (see Figure 2; col. 2, lines 14-31) such that it would 
have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill to use such a well known material for 
constructing the speaker enclosure and engagement elements, as taught by Lahti, as an 
alternative to the use wood in the speaker enclosure of Charm. 

Regarding claim 6, Charm provides for hooks (28) which engage with eyelets (32)(col. 2, 
lines 22-29). 


Application/Control Number: 09/852,347 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2643 

Regarding claim 7, Charm provides for the cable (60) being connected to the ceiling via 
support plate (12) (col. 2, lines 7-12, 30-42). 

Regarding claim 8, see Lahti, Figures 2 and 4. 

Regarding claim 9, in Lahti, the speaker enclosure is formed by front cover (12) and rear 
cover (11) (col. 2, lines 14-22). 

Regarding claim 10, in Lahti, the front cover (12) includes a grill (14) for sound radiation 
(col. 2, lines 17-19). 

Regarding claim 1 1, in Charm, the engagement element is an eyelet (32) of a screw eye, 
which would be metallic (col. 2, lines 25-29). 

Regarding claim 12, in Lahti, the speaker enclosure (10) is formed of plastic (col. 2, lines 

14-17). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2-5 are allowed. 

Lahti discloses an enclosure for spatially orientable speakers comprising a front cover 
(12) and a rear cover (1 1) but differs from independent claim 3 in that it does not teach or fairly 
suggest recesses arranged at lateral faces or perimetric seats provided at the peripheral edges. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Wiener, Klein et al. 5 Doughtery, and Van Gieson show other speaker enclosures 
which can be spatially oriented via anchoring cables. 
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5. 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 


examiner should be directed to Stella L. Woo whose telephone number is (703) 305-4395. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Tuesday, Thursday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Curtis Kuntz can be reached on (703) 305-4708. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Stella L. Woo 


Primary Examiner 
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